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Background 

HOD 56-2019 considered the Decade of Ocean Science as a valuable opportunity coinciding with the 

elaboration of a HELCOM Science Agenda. The Task Group assigned to develop the HELCOM Science 

Agenda was also tasked to develop a proposal for a HELCOM voluntary commitment to the UN 2020 Ocean 

Conference, contributing to UN Decade of Ocean Science. This work has just started.   

In Sweden, discussions are ongoing regarding potential voluntary commitments to the UN 2020 Ocean 

Conference, and we are now sharing our preliminary thoughts with HELCOM Heads of Delegation in order 

to spark discussions towards HELCOM 41-2020 on potential commitments. We would be interested to 

know whether there is a potential to develop a joint approach on this topic.   

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to  

- provide any feedback to the Swedish proposal, and discuss how HELCOM could be involved; 
- consider whether other Contracting Parties would be willing to support the initiative presented by 

Sweden. 
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Swedish proposal on activity to support Ocean Science Decade 
 

In HELCOM 40-2019 it was agreed that, in addition to the update of the BSAP to support implementation of 

SDGs, the HELCOM Science Agenda will be a HELCOM commitment to the next UN Ocean Conference. 

Furthermore, another HELCOM commitment could include cooperation and sharing experiences in carrying 

out holistic assessments and implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan including the analysis of 

sufficiency of measures with other Regional Seas Conventions. 

Ecosystem-based management was one of the themes proposed by experts for inclusion in the HELCOM 

Science Agenda. Ecosystem-based management is one of the central practices that need to be 

implemented for the Ocean Decade to be effective. Ensuring that all management activities are ecosystem-

based is a challenge because it requires actions to consider a more holistic picture, which in turn require 

greater understanding and collaboration. With a view to strengthen ecosystem-based management in the 

Baltic Sea, Sweden proposes a joint workshop that brings together policy, management and science. Key 

topics of such a workshop could deal with bottlenecks to the implementation of ecosystem-based 

management, suggest concrete actions to overcome these bottlenecks and propose pilot areas and 

concrete use cases where implementation could be tested. 

HELCOM would be an important actor to engage in such a workshop from a management perspective. 

HELCOM would also contribute advanced knowledge on holistic assessments and implementation of 

actions supporting ecosystem based management of the marine environment (State of the Baltic Sea – 

Second HELCOM holistic assessment 2011–2016, Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings 155). Other 

important actors would be ICES, national agencies involved in the implementation of marine policies as well 

as organizations designing these policies. If a pan-European focus is considered relevant, OSPAR, UNEP-

MAP and the Bucharest Convention would be relevant partners. BANOS CSA could also be considered a 

relevant partner.  

Sweden is considering coordinating such an activity and including it under commitments to the UN Ocean 

process. 


